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A Methodological Statue Reappraisal of the Experiment Method in Psychology

Li Lili

(College of Educational Science Xinjiang Normal University Urumuqi 830017)

Abstract: Cognitive psychology takes experiment as its methodology and put forth effort on model construction about human cognition.

In the early 1970s Ulric Neisser the founder of cognitive psychology was so dissatisfied with such an experimental paradigm of psychol—

ogy that he departed from it and turned to the ecological validity of psychology. The over — valued of experiment in psychology stems

from the success of modern nature science like physics. But actually physics had encountered the predicament brought by experiment as

early as the beginning of the 20" century. Confined by the limitation of experiment the contemporary cognitive science abandoned the

methodological chauvinism gradually and accepted multi — disciplinary multi — angle of view research strategy from linguistics philoso—

phy and neuroscience etc. To a certain extent psychology is a human science therefore it needs to adopt multiple research means and

methods rather than believe in the authority of experiment blindly.
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