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A Study on the Development of Emergent Chinese Writing Ability and
Related Cognitive Skills of Ethnic Minority Preschool Children in Rural Areas

YILIZHATI Maimaiti' , GULIGENA Aitahong® , MAIHEFULAITI Kanji'

(1. School of Educational Science, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi, Xinjiang, 830063, China;

2. Center for Mental Health Education and Consultation, Xinjiang Normal University, Urumgqi, Xinjiang, 830063, China)

Abstract: In this paper, we used imitation task to investigate the emergent writing ability and the cognitive skills related to the emergent writing ability
of preschool children in rural southern Xinjiang. Over research provide the basis for the better development of national general language education in rural
kindergartens in southern Xinjiang. The results showed that: (1) compared with urban preschool children, the emergent writing ability of rural preschool
children in southern Xinjiang was significantly behind ( P <0.001) ; (2) visual motor perception cognitive skills significantly predicted the early writing a—
bility of rural preschool children in southern Xinjiang. Finally, the paper analyzes the environmental factors that affect the development of the emergent
writing ability of the ethnic minority children in southern Xinjiang, and puts forward the necessity of the integration of visual motor perceptual games in pre—
school classroom.

Key words: ethnic minorities; rural preschool children; emergent writing; cognitive skills; national general language education
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