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English Abstract

A COMPARATIVE RESEARCH ON THE M ENTAL
ROTATION OF CHILDREN, YOUNGMIDDL E
AGED PEOPLE AND AGED PEOPLE

Lin Zhongxian, Zhang Zenghui, zhan Buxin
(Ingtitute of Psychology , Chinese Academy of Sciences )

This study investigated the menta rotation of Chinese chil-
dren, young-middieaged people and old people. 66 subects
were divided into three groups according to their age: children
growp (7-9 yrs, average aged 8) , young-middle-aged group
(23-47 yrs, average age 31. 3) , old age group ( 61-79 yrs, av-
erage age 65.6 ) . 12 setsof visua figures with different shapes
were used as experimental sanples in this study. Each st i
cluded five dmilar figures. The subject was asked to find out &
mong the five figures the one which could not be matched with
theothersin the atiad podtion. The results showed that the
accuracy and matching geed in the figure matching of the
young and middle-aged people were much better than those of
the children and old aged. It wasfound that the matching peed
in children wasfaster than that of theold, but there was no obr
vious difference in the accuracy level. There were no sgnificant
diff erences between maes and femaesin their performance.

Key Words: children, young-middieaged people, old
aged , mentd rotation , figure.

AN EXPLORATION INTO THE CHARACTERS OF
ADOL ESCENT STUDENTS PHYSICAL SELF
Huang Xition, Chen Hong, Fu inggiou, Zeng Xi-
ang

(Department of Psychology , Southwest China Normd University)

A oondderably reiable and vdid scae of adolescent stur
dents physca sdf was developed. It included five factors: gp-
pearance characters, movement characters, figure characters,
sexua characters, and negative characters. There were not 9g-
nificant gender differences with the exception that girls were
more satisfied with therr movement characters and figure char-
acters than boys. And there was a stable decrease in the adoles
cents satifaction with their phydcal sdf with the increase in
grades from midde school to universty. The higher their
grades, the less their satidaction.

Key Words: adolescence, physcad sdf , adolescence stur
dent physca sf scde.

THE EXPERIM ENT ON ERROR PATTERN MADE
BY INDIVIDUAL IN SERIAL TASKS

Han Zongyi, Shen Deli, Bai Xugjun
(Center for psychology and behavior sudiesof Tianjin Norma Univers-

ty , Tianjin ,200074)

The experiment takes as subjects primary school students
of grade one,grade three,grade five and college students,and
chooses the three categoris of Chinese characters (normal Chi-
nese characters,confusable Chinese characters in phonology and
dmilar Chinese charactersin shae) as experimenta materids.
The subjects are required to finish the serid recdl tasks. The re
sults show that four types errors are found out ,that is omisson
error ,intruson error , movemtnt error and repetition error , &
mong which omisgon errors,intruson errors and movement er
rors decrease with the increase of grade. The proportion of the
repetition errorsis the highest. As same time ,the proportion of
errorsin the area of confusable Chinese characters in phonology
is dgnificantly higher than norma Chinese characters and smi-
lar Chinese charactersin shape.

Key words:serid recdl task, STM , error type

A STUDY OF ELEMENTARY THIRD TO SIXTH
GRADERS SOL VING COMPARISON PROBLEMS
Li Xiaodong
(Department of Psychology , Northr East Norma Universty)
Lin Chongde
(Indtitute of Development Psychology , Beijing Normal Universty)

This study focused on 465 third to sxth gradersof an de
mentary school in slving various typesof comparion problems.
The results showed that : 1) Problem type and grade had an in-
teraction on the achievement of thepupilsin lving comparion
problems. The children did a very good job in consstent arith-
metic problems; ther achievement in arithmetic problems were
better than their achievement in incondstent arithmetic prob-
lems. There were sgnificant grade differences in incons stent
arithmetic problems, consstent agebraic problems and incon-
ssent agebraic problems. The achievements of the fifth and
dxth graders were better than those of the fourth graders. 2)
The pass rate of arithmetic problems was higher than that of a-
gebraic problems. The pass rate of the fifth and sxth graders
was higher than that of the third and fourth graders. The pass
rates of dl typesof comparison problems except condstent arithr
metic problems were quite low. 3) There was no gender differ-
ence in lving comparion problems.

Key Words: mathematics, Problem solving.

THE SEL FREFERENCE EFFECT OF CHINESE
COLL EGE STUDENTS
Qi Jianli, Zhu Ying
( Department of Psychology, Beijing U niversity)
Two experiments were made to investigate the hypothess



